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Summary  of  Statistics. 

CITY  AND  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BATH. 
Health  Resort  and  Chief  Town  of  Somerset. 


Area  of  the  Borough,  5152  statute  acres.  I 

Situation — Latitude  51°  23'  N.,  Longitude  2°  21'  W.  I 

Elevation— Varies  from  50 feet  above  Sea  Level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath  1 
Avon  to  about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North.  ] 

Mean  Elevation — 269  feet  above  Sea  Level.  ] 

Geological  Formation— Oolitic  Clays  ; Limestones  and  Sands ; Idas;  and  Gravel.  I 
Water — Constant  Service,  Corporation  Reservoirs. 

Capacity  61,250,000  gallons.  Moderately  hard,  spring  water.  | 

Average  daily  consumption,  1921,  19  gallonsiper  head;  5 years,  1916-20,  23  gallons! 
Sewage  disposal  almost  exclusivel)’  by  water  carriage.  I 

Treated  at  Saltford. 

House  refuse  removed  and  cremated  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population — 1921  Census,  68,648. 


Years 

1921 

1920 

iMean  oi 
1916-20 

Mean  of 

1911-15 

Population  — estimated  for  calculation  of  Birth  and 

Marriage  Rates 

68300 

68708 

68179 

69862 

Ditto  Death  Rates 

68300 

68546 

63639 

68494 

Rainfall  (Mean  of  55  years,  1866  1920,  30-84  ins.) 

17-29 

31-61 

33-06 

3236 

Inhabited  Houses  .. 

15500 

15425 

15277 

14937 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers 

Assessable  Value  in  December  . . £ 

419608 

414598 

41 1090 

411289 

Rateable  Value  iu  December  ..  .. 

415010 

418198 

414667 

414986 

Rates  — Distiict  Rate 

7/- 

6/10 

5/1 

4/5 

Poor  Rate,  etc. 

7/- 

6/8 

4/7 

3/3 

Total  per  £. . 

14/- 

13/6 

9/8 

7/8 

One  penuv  Poor  Rate  produced  ..  £ 

1630 

1612 

t596 

1567 

,,  District  Rate  produced  ..  £ 

1550 

1547 

1533 

1508 

Total  nett  indebtedness  ..  ..  £ 

590954 

499716 

567291 

681451 

Ditto  ditto  per  person  ..  £ 

8-12-2 

7-4-6 

8-4-0 

10-11-4 

Marriages— Number  Registered 

623 

740 

610 

558 

Rate  per  1000  population  Bath 

18-2 

21-6 

17-9 

16-4 

Ditto  England  and  Wales 

16-9 

20*1 

i6-8 

16-4 

Births — Number  ..  ..  ..  Bath 

1098 

1314 

995 

1117 

Rate  per  1000  population  ..  ,, 

161 

19-1 

14-6 

15-9 

Ditto  ditto  Plngland  and  Wales 

22-4 

25-4 

20*1 

23-6 

Illegitimate  Births  per  1000  Infants  born. 

81 

48 

Bath 

55 

59 

DkaTH.S— Number— Bath  residents  (Civilians) 

840 

819 

923 

934 

Nett  Rate  per  1000  Population  Bath 

12*3 

II-9 

14-5 

13-6 

Corrected  rale  for  age  and  sex  ,, 

10-6 

10-3 

12-6 

11-8 

Death  rate  England  and  Wales 

121 

12-4 

14-5 

14-3 

Comp-arative  Mortality  Figure 

876 

831 

870 

838 

iNFANTH.H  MoRTAMTY  ..  Bath 

71 

52 

So 

61 

78 

England  and  Wales 

83 

91  j 

no 

Illegitimate  Infants  Bath 

150 

90 

93  1 

149 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (uiuler  2 yrs.) 

8 

6 

3 j 

12 

Ditto  Rales  per  looo  births  Bath 

7-29 

457 

2-84  1 

io-8i 

Ditto  ditto  England  and  Wales 

15-5 

8-30 

10-83  ! 

23-47 

Summary  of  Statistics — confinued. 


Years  . I 

1 

1921 

1920 

Mean  pf 
1916-20 

Mean  of 
1911-15 

Principal  Causes  of  Death— Civilians  onlv  — 

Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis 

34 

44 

57 

61 

“ Other”  Tuberculosis  . . 

15 

JO 

>3 

14 

Influenza 

1 1 

17 

4b 

'5 

Pneumonia  . . 

49 

49 

60 

57 

flronchitis 

53 

57 

75 

b2 

Cancer 

123 

87 

96 

92 

Cerebral  Hiemorrhage  and  liemiplegia 

95 

69 

68 

71 

Heart  Disease 

115 

lib 

'33 

112 

Nephritis 

25 

22 

28 

36 

Senile  Decay . . 

63 

78 

87 

86 

Seven  principal  “ Zymotic  Diseases  ” 

15 

18 

18 

39 

Death-Rates  per  iooo  Population  from— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

050 

064 

0*90 

o'89 

Tubercular  Meningitis  . . 

007 

0'04 

0*07 

0'07 

“Other”  Tuberculosis.. 

0-15 

0*10 

0-13 

013 

Seven  principal  “ Zymotic  Diseases  ” 

0*22 

0'26 

0*29 

o'57 

Influenza 

0‘i6 

0-25 

o'73 

0*22 

Pneumonia  .. 

0*72 

072 

0-95 

0-84 

Bronchitis 

o‘78 

0-83 

I'UJ 

I'2I 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

0*09 

016 

0*20 

0*21 

Cancer 

i‘8o 

1-27 

'•52 

1-34 

Deaths  at  Various  Age  Periods— 

Under  i year 

78 

68 

59 

87 

i to  5 years  . . 

TI 

19 

26 

39 

Between  5 and  60  years 

241 

237 

295 

296 

Over  60  years 

510 

495 

542 

512 

Infectious  Disease— Cases  Notified  (Civilians)— 

Diphtheria  . . 

149 

65 

81 

64 

Scarlet  Fever 

68 

107 

99 

226 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

5 

5 

1 1 

Erysipelas 

21 

16 

29 

54 

Chicken-pox 

67 

95 

127 

155 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

12 

14 

12 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

5 

2 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

92 

151 

138 

133 

“Other”  Tuberculosis 

26 

31 

25 

40 

Infectious  Disease — Attack  Rates  per  1000  pop.— 

Diphtheria 

2- 18 

o'95 

1-29 

0 95 

Scarlet  Fever 

I'OO 

i'56 

1-55 

3'29 

Enteric  Fever 

O'OI 

007 

o'o8 

O' 16 

Erysipelas 

0-31 

0-23 

o'46 

o'79 

Puerperal  Fever 

007 

0-03 

005 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

I '35 

2*20 

2-17 

2'o8J: 

“Other”  Tuberculosis 

0-38 

0'45 

o'39 

Number  of  Deaths  from— 

Diphtheria  .. 

I 

3 

6 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

I 

— 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

I 

I 

2 

Measles 

I 

7 

3 

II 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

I 

5 

8 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

I 

2 

2 

Death-Rates  per  1000  Population  from — 

Diphtheria  . . 

0 01 

004 

0'09 

006 

Scarlet  Fever 

O'OI 

O'OI 

O’OI 

0-03 

Plnteric  Fever 

— 

— 

O'OI 

0*02 

Erysipelas 

— 

0*01 

O'OI 

003 

Measles 

O'OI 

0*10 

005 

016 

Whooping  Cough 

006 

O'OI 

o'o8 

on 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

O'OI 

003 

003 

Vaccination — Percentage  of  Infants  vaccinated 

1 6* 

18 

22 

28 

+ Four  years,  1912-15  only.  • January  to  June  only. 

To  His  Worship  the  Alayor,  and  to  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 

Ladihs  and  Gknti.hmkn, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  City  of  Bath. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  form  of  the  Report  differs  somewhat 
from  that  which  has  been  adopted  on  previous  occasions,  and  that 
the  contents  have  been  reduced  by  nearly  one-half.  For  many 
years  past  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (and  the 
Local  Government  Board)  as  to  the  nature  of  the  information  to 
be  given  has  meant  the  expenditure  of  a large  amount  of  time  on 
the  part  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff.  As  a result 
of  this,  the  Minister  of  Health  states  that  he  has  under  consideration 
the  question  of  revising  the  particulars  to  be  included  in  the  Annual 
Reports  of  Medical  Ctfficers  of  Health  by  the  omission  of  details 
as  to  conditions  which  do  not  vary  from  year  to  year  and  the 
curtailment  of  the  information  asked  for  in  certain  years.  It  is 
hoped  by  this  means  to  effect  a reduction  both  in  the  time  re- 
quired by  Medical  Officers  of  Heahh  for  preparing  the  Reports, 
and  in  the  cost  of  printing  them,  without  detriment  to  the  prin- 
cipal objects,  fully  stated  in  Circular  66  of  January  1920,  which 
the  Reports  ate  designed  to  serve.  Annual  Reports  of  a full  and 
detailed  character  will  normally  be  required  at  intervals  of  not 
more  than  five  years.  For  1921  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are 
asked  to  piepare  an  Annual  Report  of  a more  simple  character. 

Although  I have  not  confined  myself  to  the  absolute 
minimum  laid  down  by  the  Minister,  I have  followed  very  largely 
the  suggestions  he  has  made — suggestions  which  will,  I think,  meet 
with  the  approval  of  members  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Vital  Statistics,  although  shewing  no  outstanding 
changes  in  relation  to  those  of  the  previous  year,  continue  to 
present  certain  very  satisfactory  features.  The  death-rate  of  io'6 
per  1,000  population  in  1921,  approximates  closely  to  that  of  io'3 
in  1920,  which  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
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The  deatli-rate  from  tuberculosis  continues  to  shew  a 
downward  tendency  and  is  tlie  lowest  we  liave  yet  readied.  It 
was  072  per  1,000  population,  as  compared  with  078  in  1920,  and 
o’89  in  1919. 

The  birth-rate  was  i6‘i,  a figure  which  is  not  very  different 
from  that  of  the  years  immediately  preceding  the  war,  but  falls 
short  of  the  1920  rate,  which  was  I9'i,  It  is  sometimes  assumed 
almost  as  a matter  of  course  that  a high  birth-rate  is  advantageous 
to  the  community,  'fhe  matter,  however,  cannot  be  expressed 
quite  so  simply  as  this  and  many  factors,  economic  and  qualitative, 
as  well  as  merely  quantitative,  have  to  be  taken  into  account  before 
a final  judgement  can  be  pronounced.  The  proper  interpi etation 
of  any  statistical  figure  is  at  least  as  important  as  its  accuracy. 

Vital  statistics  involving  “rates”  are  correct  only  in  so 
far  as  it  has  been  possible  to  estimate  the  actual  population  during 
any  given  year.  Such  estimates  are  based  upon  the  Census  figures 
which  are  taken  at  10  yearly  intervals,  and  as  a result  of  war 
conditions  might  well  have  exhibited  serious  discrepancies  from  1915 
to  1920,  as  indeed  they  did  in  some  places.  The  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  for  the  population  of  Bath  at  the  middle  of  1920  was 
68,546.  The  fact  that  the  actual  enumeration  in  June  1921  shewed 
it  to  be  68,648  is  a tribute  to  the  accuracy  of  his  calculations, 
and  suggests  the  substantial  reliability  of  such  of  our  own  statistics 
as  are  deduced  from  this  one  fundamental  figure  for  each  year.  As 
a result  of  adjustments  made  in  view  of  holiday  movements,  the 
final  mid  year  population  of  the  City  has  been  fixed  by  the  Registrar 
General  as  68,300. 

It  is  again  my  pleasant  duty  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  various  Committees  concerned  with 
Public  Health  work  for  the  sympathetic  consideration  they  have 
always  given  to  suggestions  brought  before  them,  and  also  to  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  whole  of  the  Health  Office  Staff, 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  F.  BLACKETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bath  ; May,  1922. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Bath, 
for  the  Year  1921. 


CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

The  only  “ causes  of  sickness  and  invalidity  which  have 
been  specially  noteworthy  in  the  district  during  the  year”  were 
the  following  : — 

1.  Diphtheria.  A small  epidemic  occurred  during  the  second  half 
of  the  year  in  the  Twerton  and  Oldfield  Park  area. 
The  cases  were  all  comparatively  mild,  an  unusually  large  proportion 
of  them  being  of  the  nasal  type.  The  outbreak  seemed  to  centre 
mainly  round  two  schools.  Every  effort  was  made  to  get  patients 
into  the  Statutory  Hospital  without  delay,  contacts  were  excluded 
from  school  as  long  as  there  was  any  risk  of  their  spreading  the 
disease,  and  by  means  of  multiple  “ swabbing”  of  throats  and  noses 
of  children  in  the  schools  referred  to  a number  of  “carriers”  were 
discovered.  Carriers  and  positive  contacts  were  treated  until  they 
no  longer  shewed  evidence  of  harbouring  the  bacillus.  By  the  end 
of  the  year  the  epidemic  was  well  in  hand  and  a few  weeks  later 
was  practically  over.  No  deaths  occurred. 

A more  detailed  description  of  the  actual  steps  taken 
and  of  the  clinical  features  is  given  in  my  Annual  Report  to  the 
Education  Authority,  but  one  or  two  points  of  general  interest 
may  be  mentioned  here.  Factors  of  material  assistance  in  dealing 
with  the  outbreak  were  (a)  the  possibility  of  getting  patients  away 
to  hospital  with  the  least  possible  delay,  (b)  the  cordial  and  very 
valuable  co-operation  of  three  or  four  medical  men  practising  in 
the  area,  who  were  given  a free  hand  to  take  as  many  swabs  and 
use  as  much  antitoxin  as  they  considered  necessary,  (c)  the  intimate 
relation  which  now  exists  between  the  Health  Office  and  the  School 
Medical  Department. 
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Some  of  the  general  public  were  inclined  to  associate  the 
disease  wich  the  serious  interference  in  the  water  supply  which 
followed  the  long  dry  summer.  They  were  almost  certainly  wrong 
in  this  because  (a)  the  number  of  cases  began  to  diminish  before 
there  was  any  relief  in  the  water  situation,  (b)  the  affected 
area  was  only  a small  part  of  that  from  which  water  was  withheld, 
(c)  part  of  the  affected  area  was,  as  a matter  of  fact,  on  the  High 
Level  Supply  and  was  never  short  of  water.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  even  a relative  immunity  in  this  part,  (d)  nothing  known  about 
the  bacillus  suggests  that  water  supply  is  an  important  factor  in 
connection  with  its  spread  or  its  virulence. 

There  were  149  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the 
year  (the  average  for  the  previous  5 years  was  81).  117  of  these 

were  under  15  years  of  age,  81  were  males  and  68  females.  Under  15 
years  of  age  the  proportion  of  males  to  females  was  approximately 
as  3 is  to  2,  over  15  it  was  as  3 is  to  6 — that  is  to  say,  the  attack  rate 
among  females  over  15  was  three  limes  as  great  as  it  was  under  that 
age.  For  five  months  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  two  Wards 
chiefly  affected  was  more  than  five  times  what  it  would  have  been, 
had  an  even  distribution  of  all  cases  occurring  during  the  year  among 
the  whole  population  taken  place. 

a.  Glandular  Fever  was  widely  prevalent  among  children  during 

the  early  part  of  the  year  and  lead  to  a great 
deal  of  absence  from  school.  Our  experience  appears  to  have  been 
similar  to  that  of  many  other  areas  all  over  the  country.  No  fatal 
cases  occurred,  but  convalescence  was  frequently  prolonged. 


Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements.  Hospital, 
and  other  Institutions  available  for  the 

District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  No  facilities  for  this  are  pro- 
vided by  the  Council,  either 
as  regards  ordinary  cases,  or  infectious  diseases. 

The  Bath  District  Nursing  Instil  ute,  which  is  affiliated  to 
the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  was  founded  in 
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i886  to  provide  skilled  nursing  for  the  sick  poor  in  their  own  homes, 
and  carries  on  very  valuable  work  of  this  kind.  It  is  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions. 


MIDWIVES. 

The  City  Council  is  the  local  supervising  authority  under 
the  Midwives  Acts.  During  1921,  26  Midwives  notified  their  inten- 
tion of  practising  in  the  City.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  6 of  these 
decided  not  to  renew  their  application  as  they  were  not  in  actual 
practice,  and  4 had  left  Bath.  At  the  beginning  of  1923  there 
were,  therefore,  16  on  our  list,  of  whom  3 had  been  “ in  practice 
in  1901.” 


Twelve  Midwives  practised  exclusively  in  connection  with 
public  institutions. 

Five  institution  and  8 other  Midwives  attended  less  than 
10  cases  each. 

City  Midwives.  Four  midwives  are  employed  by  the  Maternity 
Department  of  the  District  Nursing  Institute,  for 
which  the  Council  is  financially  responsible.  During  the  year  they 
attended  370  cases  ; this  number  is  almost  exactly  one-third  of  the 
total  births  in  Bath.  Reasonable  fees  are  charged  to  the  patients. 

An  Anti-Natal  Clinic  for  giving  advice  to  expectant  mothers  is 

held  at  the  Rivers  Street  Maternity  Home 
on  Wednesday  afternoons.  Fifty-two  Sessions  were  held  and  203 
new  cases  seen.  Tlie  City  midwives  paid  876  anti-natal  visits  to 
the  ho  nes  of  patients.  Expenses  are  borne  by  tlie  Council. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

There  aie  three  of  these  established  and  carrietl  on  by  the 
Bath  Infant  Welfare  Association.  Tlie  working  expenses  are  paid, 
for  the  moat  part,  by  the  Council,  and  City  Health  Visitors  help 
at  the  centres.  The  management  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Voluntary 


Association,  which  works  however  in  close  relationship  with  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  sub-Conimittee  of  the  Council.  Some 
figures  for  1921  are  as  follows: — 


Rosewell 

Waloot 

Oldfield 

House 

(Snow  Hill) 

Park 

(Baptist 

Chapel) 

Date  opened 

Nov.,  IQ13. 

...Feb.,  1918... 

■ June,  191 

Clinic  afternoons 

Tues.,  Fri.  . 

...  Thurs.  ... 

Wed. 

Number  of  Sessions 

95 

. . 4^  * * * 

47 

Attendances  of  children 

2611 

1601 

1322 

New  cases  included  in  above 
Average  attendance  of  infants 

345 

...  185  ... 

133 

per  session  ... 

27'5 

•••  33'3  ••• 

28 

Day  Nursery.  A Day  Nursery  was  opened  at  7,  Green  Park  in 
May,  1920,  and  carried  on  excellent  work  until 
about  the  end  of  1921  when,  for  various  reasons,  it  was  found  necess- 
ary to  close  it.  There  is  no  other  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  City. 


SCHOOL.  CLINIC. 

A large  School  Clinic  is  conducted  at  Rosewell  House  by 
the  Education  Authority.  Besides  the  ordinary  Minor  Ailments 
Clinic  on  four  afternoons  a week,  there  are  special  departments  for 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  Eye,  Ringworm,  and  Dental  work.  The 
total  attendances  of  children  at  Rosewell  House  during  1921  amounted 
to  7,478.  Full  particulars  of  the  work  at  this  Clinic  are  given  in 
my  Annual  Report  to  the  Education  Authority. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Dispensary  situated  at  26,  Charles  Street  and  opened 
in  1913,  is  administered  entirely  by  the  Somerset  County  Council 
one  of  whose  Medical  Officers  attends  every  Monday  and  Friday. 
It  is  at  the  service  of  all  City  cases,  insured  and  non-insured,  and  also 
of  a few  County  patients  living  outside  the  boundary.  The  whole 
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cost  is  charged  to  the  City,  except  that  in  respect  of  County  cases  a 
pro  rata  deduction  based  on  attendances  is  made.  Tn  connection 
with  the  Dispensary  there  is  a Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  working 
exclusively  for  the  City.  Attendances  for  1921  were  as  follows  : — 


Bath 

County 

Patients. 

Patients. 

New  cases 

...  191 

26 

Return  visits  ... 

2239 

263 

For  Winsley  Sanatorium 

see  page  13. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Under  the  Council’s  scheme  provision  is  made  for  free 
treatment  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital.  Three  clinics  are  held 
each  week  from  5 to  7 p.m.,  on  Tuesdays  for  women  and  on 
Fridays  and  Saturdays  for  men.  Treatment  can  also  be  given 
at  any  other  time,  day  or  night  if  necessary,  but  although  the 
facilities  are  there  patients  seldom  come  except  at  the  stated  hours. 
The  cases  dealt  with  are  mainly  those  from  Bath,  and  from  the 
neighbouring  parts  of  Somerset  and  Wilts.  The  Hospital  pays  all 
expenses  and  makes  a pro  lata  charge  on  an  agreed  scale  to  the 
Authorities  concerned,  the  City’s  share  being  rather  more  than  half 
the  total. 


The  following  figures  for  1921  are  of  interest  : — 


Number  of  new  patients  ...  ...  iii 

Total  number  of  out-patient  attendances  ...  1937 

*.Average  cost  of  each  attendance  ...  7/3 

Total  number  of  “ In-patient  days”  ...  22 

Number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan  substitutes  ...  390 

Notes.  * Year  ending  3i.8t  Marcb,  1922. 


75  per  cent,  of  cost  is  repaid  by  Government  grant. 

All  the  above  figures  refer  to  Bath  only. 

For  details  as  to  number  of  pathological  examinations  made  see 
page  16. 
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HOSPITALS. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

WiuBley  Sanatorium,  near  Bath.  Early  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis only  are  admitted.  The  Council  has 
purchased,  and  maintains,  14  beds.  As  far  as  facilities  for  residential 
treatment  of  tuberculosis  are  concerned,  this  is  the  whole  of  the 
Council’s  scheme.  During  iq2i,  54  City  patients  were  discharged 
from  the  Sanatorium  on  completion  of  treatment. 

Guardians  Institution  at  Frome  Road  House.  Two  special  wards 

are  set  apart  for 

Poor  Law  patients  suffering  from  advanced  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
During  1921  about  12  beds  on  an  average  were  occupied.  No 
contribution  is  made  through  the  Health  Authority. 

Royal  United  Hospital.  A few  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  admitted 

from  time  to  time  in  this  general  Hos- 
pital. They  are  chierly  of  the  non-pulmonary  type.  No  contribution 
is  made  by  the  Council. 

MATERNITY. 

A Maternity  Home  with  5 beds  was  opened  in  November, 
1917,  at  44,  Rivers  Street.  The  nursing  arrangements  are  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Matron  of  the  Bath  and  District 
Nurses’  Association,  subject  to  the  control  of  a Committee  of  the 
Council,  and  the  general  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
By  a suitable  financial  adjustment  with  the  District  Association,  the 
whole  of  the  deficit  in  the  working  expenses  is  borne  by  the  Cit3\ 
Patients  are  expected  to  pay  such  a sum  towards  their  maintenance 
as  they  may  be  able  to  afford.  They  may  arrange  to  be  attended 
by  their  own  doctor  if  the}'  so  desire. 

The  following  figures  will  give  an  idea  of  the  scope  of  the 
work  done.  Figures  for  the  two  previous  years  are  given  for  the 
sake  of  comparison  : — 


1921 

1920 

1919 

Number  of  Cases  admitted 

...  131 

108 

75 

Average  stay  in  days  ... 

14.8 

16 

17 

Average  number  in  Home  each  day 

5’25 

473 

3'5 

Cases  in  which  a doctor  was  engaged 

27 

19 

Cases  in  which  a doctor  was  called  in 

...  40 

48 

'4 


CHILDREN. 

I here  is  no  Children’s  Hospital  in  Bath.  The  Royal 
United  Hospital  has  a children’s  Ward,  and  there  are  several  small 
Homes  for  special  types  of  chronic  disabilities  (e.g.,  for  cripples). 
These  are  all  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  and  receive  no 
help  from  the  Council. 


FEYER. 

The  Statutory  Fever  Hospital  on  Claverton  Down  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Council  for  use  in  connection  with  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease.  About  70  patients  can  be  accommodated,  including  a cer- 
tain number  of  private  patients  in  separate  wards.  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diphtheria  are  the  main  diseases  treated,  but  when  necessary  it 
is  possible  to  admit,  and  satisfactorily  to  isolate.  Enteric,  Cerebro- 
spinal Fever,  Small-pox,  or  other  infections. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Hospital,  while  the  actual  treatment  of  the  patients  is  in 
the  hands  of  Dr.  Collins. 

Infectious  cases  from  the  Bath  Rural  District  and  from  the 
Guardians  are  also  admitted  for  treatment,  at  charges  agreed  upon 
between  the  Authorities  concerned.  Figures  for  1921  are  as  follows: — 

Cases  admitted  Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever 

City 

41 

Rural 

5 

City 

Rural 

Diphtheria 

...  119 

3 

I 

2 

Other  cases 

2 

— 

I 

— 

Average  daily  number  of  patients  for  year,  I9'9. 

Highest  daily  average  for  any  one  month,  52  in  December. 

Lowest  daily  average  for  any  one  month,  8 in  August  and  September. 

Small  Pox.  There  is  no  special  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  If  cases  occured  they  would  have  to  be  taken 
to  the  Statutory  Hospital,  where  they  could  be  dealt  with  in  a 
special  block. 
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Other  Hospitals  in  the  City  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Royal  United  Hospital.  130  beds.  This  is  a general  hospital 
which  serves  not  only  Bath,  but  a district  many  miles  round. 

2.  Royal  Mineral  Water  Hospital.  140  beds.  For  “ gratuitously 
extending  to  the  poor  of  the  United  Kingdom  the  benefits  which  the 
hoc  springs  of  the  City  afford”  in  rheumatic  and  other  affections. 

3.  Bath  Pensions  Hospital.  Under  the  control  of  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions. 

4.  Bath  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  Lansdown  Grove. 

5.  Bath  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital,  27  and  28,  Marlborough 
Bldgs.  52  beds. 

6.  Bath  Eye  Hospital,  i and  2,  Belvedere. 

7.  I'he  Eastern,  the  Western,  and  the  Southern  Dispensaries 
afford  out  patient  assistance  to  patients  living  in  the  District.  If 
necessary  the  medical  officers  also  visit  at  the  patients’  own  homes. 

Payment  is  made  by  the  Education  Authority  to  (i)  and 
(5)  for  the  treatment  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Diseases  and  to  (6) 
for  certain  cases  of  Eye  Diseases.  Apart  from  this  none  of  the  above 
institutions  receive  any  financial  assistance  from  the  City. 

Institutional  treatment  for  unmarried  mothers  may  be  provided 

at  the  Bath  Vigil- 
ance and  Rescue  Association’s  Home  at  9,  Southcot  Place,  and  at  the 
Salvation  Army  Home  for  Women  and  Girls  at  3,  Abbey  Street. 

In  addition  to  all  the  above,  there  are  a great  many  smaller 
charities  and  societies  which  do  most  valuable  work  in  the  limited 
spheres  with  which  they  are  concerned. 

Ambulance  Facilities,  (a)  Infectious  cases.  Two  Horse  Ambulances 

are  owned  by  the  City  for  use  in  cases  of  in- 
fectious disease,  (b)  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases.  The  police 
have  a motor  ambulance  which  is  available  for  ordinary  cases  at 
reasonable  charges. 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  City  undertakes  the  following  pathological  examinations 
free  of  charge  for  private  practitioners  : — (a)  Diphtheria  Swabs,  (b) 
Blood  in  suspected  Typhoid,  (c)  Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacillus,  and 
(d)  Blood  specimens  and  slides  in  suspected  Venereal  Disease. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  also  supplied  without  charge  for 
suitable  cases. 

A considerable  number  of  investigations  are  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  Statutory  Hospital  and  the  School  Clinic. 


PATHOLOGICAIi  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  examinations  made  during  1921,  and  also  the  places  where 
they  were  undertaken  . — 


Examinations  for 

Positive, 

Negative. 

Total. 

a.  Diphtheria  Bacillus 

153 

...  973  ... 

1126 

ab.  Gonococcus 

22 

...  36  ... 

58 

b.  Spirochetes 

...  I 

2 

3 

a.  Wasserman  Reaction 

... 

... 

338 

a.  Widal  Typhoid  Reaction 

• • 

4 ... 

4 

c.  Tubercle  Bacillus 

... 

.. 

# 

d.  Ringworm  Fungus 

Bristol  University  Pathological  Department. 

.. 

# 

b.  Royal  United  Hospital  (Venereal  Disease  Department).  The 

figures  in  last  year’s  Report  included  those  done  at  the  Hospital 
in  connection  with  County  patients. 

c.  Somerset  County  I.aboratory. 

d.  School  Clinic. 

* Exact  numbers  not  available.  In  the  case  of  Tubercle,  sputum 
from  all  new  cases  at  the  Dispensary  is  examined  as  far  as  possible, 
and  55  examinations  were  made  at  the  request  of  private  prac- 
titioners. 


17 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THK 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  1921. 


In  submitting  a statement  of  Sanitary  work  carried  out  for 
the  abatement  of  Nuisances,  etc.,  during  the  year  1921,  I have 
endeavoured  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  of  the  Ministr}'  of  Health, 
and  have  summarised  the  particulars  as  far  as  practicable. 

W.  A.  CRAVEN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  WorR,  etc.,  1921. 


Number  of  inspections,  re-inspections,  visits  of  inquiry,  etc. 

,,  ,,  of  Slaughter-houses 

,,  ,,  ,,  Butchers’ Shops,  Food  Stores,  &c. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Offensive  Trade  Premises 

,,  ,,  ,,  Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops 

,,  ,,  ,,  Common  Lodging-houses 

,,  ,,  ,,  Canal  Boats ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  Factories,  Workshops,  &c. 

,,  ,,  „ Out-workers’  Premises 

,,  ,,  under  Rag  Flock  Act,  iqii 

,,  ,,  ,,  Shops  Acts 

,,  ,,  ,,  Increase  of  Rent,  &c.. 

Act,  1919 

,,  ,,  ,,  Destructive  Insects  and 

Pests  Acts 

,,  ,,  of  Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

„ „ „ Piggeries  ... 


1745 

886 

46 

396 

258 

43 

301 

18 

1 1 
1790 

20 

36 

128 

107 
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No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served 
„ Statutory  Notices  ,, 

,,  Notices  requiring  structural  works  to  abate  nuisances 
,)  ,,  ,,  cleansing  of  premises 

,,  ,,  ,,  ash-bins  to  be  provided  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  removal  of  manure,  &c.  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  lime-washing  of  Slaughter-houses 

11  11  11  11  Dailies,  &c.  ... 

11  11  ,.  ,1  Common  Lodging-houses 

11  1,  under  the  Destructive  Insects  and  Pests  Acts 

1,  smoke  or  other  tests  applied  to  drains 
,1  new  drains  laid 
,1  drains  partially  reconstructed 
1,  new  w.c.’s  erected 
1,  additional  w.c.’s  provided 
1,  defective  drains,  soil-pipes,  &c  , remedied 


nuisa 


ices  from  defective  w.c.’s  and  urinals  abated 


,,  Premises  provided  with  proper  water  supply 
Miscellaneous  works  not  classified  above 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

No.  of  Common  Lodging  houses  on  the  Register  .. 
,,  Lodgers  accommodated  nightly  ... 

,,  Inspections  of  Premises 
,,  Notices  to  Lime-wash 
„ Defects  found  and  remedied 
No.  closed  or  discontinued  during  the  year 


323 

76 

103 

10 

•9 

14 

76 

10 

42 

596 

38 

61 

27 

5 

145 

96 


rain-water  pipes,  &c.. 

do.  ... 

59 

))  n 

roofs,  walls,  &c. 

do.  ... 

154 

n M 

dish -troughs, lavatories, &c., do. 

47 

n )) 

waste-pipes,  &c. 

do.  ... 

88 

)'  5? 

paving  and  floors 

do.  ... 

129 

r 

cesspools 

do.  ... 

6 

ventilation  of  premises,  do. 

8 

,,  overcrowded  premises 

do.  ... 

9 

,,  animals 

do.  ... 

22 

in  Common  Lodging-houses 

do.  ... 

1 1 

in  Slaughter-houses 

do.  ... 

7 

in  Dairies,  &c. 

do.  ... 

12 

in  Factories,  Workshops,  &c. 

do.  ... 

47 

^0 

57 

5 

144 

258 

10 

1 1 
1 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


No.  on  the  Register  (i8  registered,  2 licensed)  ...  ...  20 

No.  in  regular  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  notifications  of  change  of  occupier  ...  ...  2 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  I745 

,,  Notices  to  Lillie  wash,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  „ remedy  defects  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  closed  or  discontinued  during  the  year  ...  ...  i 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

84  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  who 
certified  81  genuine  and  3 adulterated.  The  articles  analysed  were  : 
Baking  Powder,  2 ; Butter,  16  ; Coffee,  4 ; Egg  Powder,  1 ; Lard, 
II  ; Margarine,  14  ; Milk,  31  ; Pepper,  i ; Preserved  Cream,  4. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM) 
REGULATIONS,  1912. 

Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

{a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  to 
ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  labels  as  to  preservatives 
were  correct : — 

(1)  Correct  statements  made...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  St.  tements  incorrect  ...  ...  ...  nil 

{b)  Determination  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 

(1)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Thickening  Substances. 

Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to  cream  or  preserved  cream  ...  nil 

Offences  other  than  Adulteration. 

No  name  on  milk-cai t ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Skimmed  milk  unlabelled  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

In  the  above  cases  the  vendors  svere  cautioned, 
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LIST  OF  FOOD  CONDEMNED  AND  DESTROYED  AS 
BEING  DISEASED,  UNSOUND,  &c.,  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1921. 


Meat. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Fish. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Beef  (fresh)  ... 

...  1,183 

Cod  .. 

00 

0 

Beef  (refrigerated) 

qyi 

Dabs 

...  364 

Mutton  (fresh) 

31 

Fillets  of  fish... 

...  294 

Mutton  (refrigerated) 

53 

Haddock  (smoked) 

...  616 

Pork  (fresh)  ... 

...  1,812 

Hake 

960 

Pork  (refrigerated) 

328 

Herrings 

...  960 

Bacon 

...  46 

Prawns 

...  84 

Salmon 

600 

Sprats 

...  2,000 

Whelks 

168 

Whiting 

663 

Total  weight — 

Total  weight — 

I ton,  19  cwt.,  2 qrs.  3 tons,  4 cwt.,  21  lbs. 


Weight  Number 


Miscellaneous  Goods. 

in  lbs. 

Tinned  Goods. 

of  Tins. 

Apples  (Tasmanian) 

400 

Condensed  Milk 

Q5 

Carrots 

2,240 

Crawfish 

14 

Chestnuts 

896 

Fish 

4 

Cooked  Corned  Beef 

178 

Herrings  in  Tomatoes 

I 

Jam  ... 

4 

Salmon 

26 

Plums 

28 

Sardines 

59 

Tomatoes 

168 

Sardines  in  Tomatoes 

2 

'I'otal  weight — — 

Sheep's  Tongue 

I 

I ton,  14  cwt.,  3 qrs.. 

22  lbs. 

Pickles 

...  I 

Tomatoes 

127 

Apricots 

9 

Peaches 

28 

Pears 

Ib 

Pineapples 

3 

Ducks  (refrigerated) 

3 

— 

Pork  Pies  (laige) 

13 

Total  number  of  Tins 

...  586 

Pork  Pies  (small) 

4 

' 
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INCREASE  OF  RENT,  &o.,  ACT,  1020. 

No.  of  applications  for  certificates  received 
„ „ „ granted 

,,  ,,  ,,  not  granted 

„ ,,  ,,  withdrawn 


i8 

13 

I 

4 


CANAli  BOATS’  ACTS,  1877  and  1884. 

No.  of  Canal  Boats  on  the  Register 

,,  ,,  which  cannot  be  traced 

„ ,,  in  use  or  available  (about) 

,,  inspections  and  re-inspections 
,,  infringements  of  Regulations 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 

No.  of  Inspections — Factories  ... 

,,  ,,  Workshops 

,,  ,,  Work-places 

Defects  Found. 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

,,  ventilation  ... 

Drainage  of  floors 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  ... 

Other  nuisances 

Notices  of  occupation  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 

Notices  of  sanitary  defects  ,,  ,, 

Lists  of  Out- workers  received  ... 

No.  of  Out-workers  on  lists 

MOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total 

(b)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme 


55 

41 

14 

43 


1 1 
187 
103 

1 1 

I 

I 

18 

16 

14 

14 

X 

34 


94 

86 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houaea.  Inspection  ; — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-liouses  inspected  for  hous- 
ing defects  (under  Fublic  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  3288 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  116 


2i 


(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation 

Nil. 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading),  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation 

367 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  Officers 

44 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

Pr  .ceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Plan- 

ning. 

&c.  Act,  1919. 

(I). 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

Nil. 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : 

(a)  by  Owners 

Nil. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Nil. 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  ot  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 

declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  wliich 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  323 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied. 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  323 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  igoq 


Nil. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1921. 


23 


* Including  3 “ Carriers.” 

Note. — A Summary  of  Statistics  relating  to  Number  of  Notifications,  Number  of  Deaths,  Incidence  and  Death  Rates 
of  Infectious  Diseases,  will  be  found  on  page  5,  and  an  analysis  of  Deaths  according  to  Age  Periods  on  pages  24  and  25. 


CITY  OP  BATH. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  19  21. 

DEATHS  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 


24 


I>EATHS  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT  AT  SUBJOINED 
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Birtha,  Deaths  under  1 Year,  and  Infantile  Mortality,  1021. 


Total 

I.egitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Births 

587 

5II 

1098 

556 

482 

1038 

31 

29 

60 

Deaths  (under  i year) 

43 

35 

78 

37 

32 

69 

6 

3 

9 

Infantile  Mortality  . . 

73 

68 

71 

67 

66 

66 

194 

103 

150 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Notified 

Treated 

Deaths 

At  Home 

At  Hosp, 

12 

2 

10 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Summary  of  Meteorological  Observations  taken  at 
9 a.m.  O.M.T.  at  Henrietta  Park. 


1921 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

1 

0 

Nov 

Dec 

Year. 

2 fMean 

47 'o 

41-6 

45‘8 

47  9 

.52-5 

.59-5 

66-5 

61-4 

58-6 

56-0 

42-2 

44-2 

51-9 

-g  i Highest 

55-7 

59'3 

63- 1 

71-8 

78-0 

85-5 

88-9 

81-4 

82-3 

82-2 

595 

57-9 

88-9 

« ■!  Date 

10 

23 

24 

28 

25 

24 

13 

18 

8 

5 

3 

27 

g 1 Lowest 

27.3 

27’3 

27-3 

27’6 

3i’4 

40-9 

44-6 

38-3 

35'2 

29-4 

19-3 

26-2 

19-3 

^ l^Date 

15 

27 

3 

20 

5 

12 

5 

31 

29 

25 

13 

26 

Humidity 

87 

85 

79 

73 

70 

66 

65 

75 

76 

87 

88 

86 

78 

, Total  (inches) 

3’03 

029 

2'09 

0-86 

2-05 

0-27 

061 

1-25 

1-94 

1-03 

I -91 

1-96 

17-29 

\ No.  wet  days 

21 

3 

21 

II 

14 

3 

9 

13 

7 

9 

15 

17 

143 

1 1 Mean  55  yrs. 

2-79 

2'20 

2‘27 

2 '09 

1-98 

2-23 

2-55 

2-91 

2-56 

3-26 

2-70 

3-30 

30-84 

C (Jo.  wet  days 

14 

14 

14 

13 

12 

II 

13 

14 

12 

16 

14 

17 

164 

Sunshine 

23-8 

71-5 

I33'8 

202-5 

206-2 

211-4 

227-6 

I33’5 

167-4 

154-4 

495 

33-3 

1614-9 

do.  mean  18  yrs. 

522 

76-7 

IIO-2 

163-6 

200-6 

1937 

2o6'2^i89’4 

i53’4 

98-5 

66  9 

41-4 

1552-8 

Tuberculosis— Fatal  Cases  and  Notifications. 

Deaths  of  “ residents  ” within  the  area  ..  ..  ..  46 

Number  of  these  whose  names  had  previously  been  notified  as  suffer- 
ing from  the  disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Percentage  ditto  ditto  ditto  ..  ..  ..  82’6 

Notes. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  3 “ inward  transfers  ” of  patients  dying 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  Asylums  away  from  Bath. 

The  names  of  all  “resident”  patients  dying  in  the  City  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  had  been  notified  (there  were  31  of  these). 

No  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  connection  with  the  occasional  failure  of 
medical  practitioners  to  notify  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  which  they  may 
be  aware. 


